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Q & A
Submit your question via the Questions control panel 
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Gina Sales-Cengiz
Partner

Corporate Immigration Partners

• Brings more than a decade of business immigration 
experience to Corporate Immigration Partners.

• Previously served as a senior paralegal for leading 
immigration law firms before deciding to go to law school.

• Experienced in handling all types of nonimmigrant and 
immigrant visa petitions and applications in supervising case 
assignments, production, document review, and status 
reporting.

• Enjoys building solid and sustainable relationships with 
global mobility teams through annual town hall forums and 
quarterly onsite presentations to HR professionals, 
managers, recruiters, and foreign nationals.
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Hannah Dokken
Case Manager

Corporate Immigration Partners

About the Presenters

• Over 10 years of immigration experience, which 
began with an immigration firm in Northampton, 
MA

• Experience includes working with smaller 
companies, establishing their immigration 
processes to large organizations with established 
programs

• Served as primary point of contact for 
nonimmigrant visa cases for accounts from 
various industries

• Enjoys identifying effective and efficient solutions 
to match the needs of her clients



Agenda
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USCIS Overview + Updates 

• What is an H-1B?

• H-1B Selection Final Rule 

• FY2022 CAP

• FY2023 CAP

The Registration Process

• USCIS Timelines
• CIP Timelines 
• Creating a Registrant Account 
• The “Virtual Handshake” and 

Registration Process
• FAQ



• Specialty Occupation – requires 
US Bachelor’s Degree in a 
specific field 

• Annual quota: 65,000 

+20,000 for individuals with U.S. 
Master’s degree or higher 

• Random Lottery Selection 
Process 

What is an H-1B? 
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USCIS/Policy Updates 

7

H-1B Selection Final Rule Withdrawn

FY2022
- Filing deadline for third round selection is February 23, 2022
- FY2022 is technically still “open” and USCIS has opened FY2023 prior to 

closing the previous year  

FY2023
- Registration dates announced
- Registration period is 18 days this year (16 days last year)
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• H-1B Consular v. COS cases 

• OPT EAD expirations prior to October 1st
→ must file before EAD 

expires for CAP GAP protection

• Degree only required at time of H-1B Filing 

• “Last Chance” Cases

• Premium Processing? 

H-1B CAP Considerations

For H-1B Cap Cases 
that are SELECTED & 
APPROVED: April 30

H-1B Petition 
Filed

October 1
H-1B Start 

Date

July 15
EAD 

Expires

CAP GAP 

Protection



Registration 

9

USCIS Timelines

• February 21, 2022 –Employers create registrant accounts

• March 1 - 18, 2022 – Registration period

• March 31, 2022 – H-1B Lottery Selection Results via MyUSCIS Portal 

• April 1 – June 30, 2022 – Filing window



Registration 
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CIP Timelines

• February 18, 2022 – All Employee/Employer Questionnaires Completed 

• CIP will compile registration data and audit it prior to March 1

• Any cap case initiations after February 18 will be need to be expedited (may be subject to expedite fee)

• February 21, 2022 – CIP is available to assist Employers in opening Registrant Accounts, if needed
• March 1st -7th – CIP will Register All Foreign Nationals

• Some client teams/legal teams may finish before the 7th (flexible)
• CIP’s goal is to complete all registrations this week

• Employers should not anticipate handshake codes immediately after registration opens
• March 8th–16th - CIP will deliver “Handshake Codes” to employers and employers will electronically sign the 

G-28 and approve registration data
• March 8th – 18th – CIP will complete registration, pay registration fees and submit all registrant information
• March 16th – 18th – CIP will register any addition last minute registrants and finalize registrations as needed 

(includes cases initiated late)



Creating A Registrant Account
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Beginning February 21st at Noon EST

Please complete this prior to March 1st.

If you created an account last year, please log in to your 
account to ensure your account is still active and 
remember your password. 

New Accounts

Step 1: Create Your Account

To begin, go to the USCIS Website at https://my.uscis.gov/, 

and select Sign Up. 

https://my.uscis.gov/


Creating a Registrant Account
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Step 2: Select Account Type as H-1B Registrant

Note: A registrant is a U.S. employer or U.S. agent 

seeking to file an H-1B cap-subject petition to 

authorize employment of the prospective beneficiary. 

NOTE – the email used to set up your myUSCIS

account is your “Registration Email” – this email 

address must be reported to CIP and must 

match the data CIP enters during the 

registration process.



Creating a Registrant Account – Important Notes
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• The “I am an H-1B Registrant” account type option is not available year-round. This option is only 

available after February 21st at noon EST.

• If you create the wrong account type, you must create a new account with a different email 

address. As of last year, USCIS does not offer technical trouble shooting. 

• If you are required to create a new account, please ensure to report the email you use to CIP.

• If creating an account for the first time for your company, we highly recommend using a generic 

email (immigration@company.com or hr@company.com) that can be used year over year. 

• Returning signers can reuse the account and email from last year. 

mailto:immigration@company.com
mailto:hr@company.com


The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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After CIP enters your company registrant information, 
your legal team will send you a “representative 
passcode” aka “handshake code.” 

➢ Anticipated date – week of March 8th. 

Upon receipt of your “handshake code,” log in to your 
myUSCIS account to electronically sign the G-28 and 
review your employee registration information.

Step 1: Sync your account

Click Enter a representative passcode.

The representative passcode is the electronic 
“handshake code.”

Click Submit and continue.



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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Step 2: Review and Sign the G-28

The G-28 requires your review and electronic 
signature.

Click Review the G-28.

Here, you’ll see a summary of the G-28. To view the 
G-28 printable summary in PDF form, click View draft 
snapshot. 



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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To accept or decline the G-28, 
select the appropriate button to 
accept the G-28 and click Next.



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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When the G-28 is accepted, USCIS needs consent to release 

information and notices to CIP.

To do so: 

• Select the appropriate 

checkboxes to request 

where information will 

be sent.

• Select the check box to 

confirm I have read and 

agree to the client’s 

statement.

• Enter your name.

• Click Next.

• Click Submit.



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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Step 3: Review the H-1B Registrations

Review the H-1B registration overview page and click Next after reviewing the information.



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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The following page is the H-1B Registration Summary. You can review the information that CIP 

entered during the H-1B registration process, including information about you (the prospective 

petitioner) and the beneficiaries. 



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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Accept or decline the H-1B registration.

If decline is selected, the registration will be sent 
back to CIP to review, edit, and resend for 
approval. This will require a second electronic 
handshake, review, and approval.

Then select the checkbox associated with the 
Authorized Signatory Statement that confirms you 
understand all the questions and instructions.

Click Next to continue.



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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Next, is the Authorized Signatory’s 

certification and signature page. 

Verify all the company and 

beneficiary information is complete, 

true, and correct. 

Then, click I have read and agreed 

to the authorized signatory’s 

statement, and a signature box will 

pop-up.

Enter your name and click Next.



The “Virtual Handshake” and Completing Registrations
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Then, click Finish and send.

This will send the H-1B registration(s) back to CIP 
to complete, pay the registration fee, and submit 
the registrations to USCIS.

The “Virtual Handshake” is now complete.

Please notify CIP that you have completed your 
portion of the registration process. 



Registration Process FAQs
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Do I have to complete the “virtual handshake” for each registration?
- No. USCIS authorizes H-1B Cap Registrations to be submitted in batches of up to 250 
registrants. A passcode is required for each back of 250.
- If your company does not have more thank 250 registrants, only one passcode will be 
required.
- Only one G-28 is required for each batch of 250.

Is there a fee for employers to create an H-1B registrant account?
- No

Can an H-1B beneficiary create an account and submit a registration on behalf of the employer and then 
have employer file the actual application?

- No. The H-1B registration process must be completed by their employer and their 
immigration counsel or representative. 



Registration Process FAQs:
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Will we receive I-797s after registration?
- No. USCIS will not issue a paper receipt or notice. Confirmation (in the form of a 
registration ID) is only available through the online tool. The registration ID will be 
uploaded to the app. 

Is there a login for H-1B beneficiaries to access their H-1B registration or check results?
- No. H-B registrations are submitted by employers and immigration counsel or 
representative. CIP will notify beneficiaries when their registration has been submitted and 
results. 

Can multiple authorized signatories or multiple contact information be associated with a registrant 
account?

- No. the account is owned and can only be used by the authorized signatory. 

Can multiple legal entities use the same signer/account and Registrant Email? 
- Yes, as long as entities have separate FEIN numbers. The same signer can use the same myUSCIS
account to sign for multiple entities



Resources —
Knowledge 
Center
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Questions
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